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Abstract

Connected Mothers, Amplified Voices, and the Emergence of
New Feminist Subjects

Su Young Choi
(Associate Professor, Dept of Communication & Media Studies, Stentson University)
Yisook Choi
(Lecture Professor, Dept of Sociolgy, Dong-A University)

This study aims to explore the feminist practices of (married) mothers
and their political engagement through media. They have been marginalized
in scholarly attention to the media practices of feminist subjects despite the
sociopolitical context of Feminist Reboot. Drawing on literature, media reports,
participant observation of group chat rooms, and interviews with participants,
this study analyzes the foundation and activities of the civic organization
called Moms for Politics. The participants of Moms for Politics derived the
momentum of their social movement from their newly acquired identity,
from "moms" as vulnerable individuals who were sociopolitically marginalized
to "political mamas" who have the power to focus on the issues of care
and institutionalize solutions. In doing so, they creatively utilized various
online platforms to overcome the material conditions of caregivers with limited
time resources and physical mobility, while also navigating legacy media and
institutional politics to pioneer and broaden the social discourse and create
new conditions for political participation. This study demonstrates the potential
for diverse feminist subjects to become political actors by traversing and weaving

through various media spaces connected to private lives and public institutions.

Keyword: Politicalmamas, Feminism, Feminist movement, Digital media, Care
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